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GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA

ACT

No. 16 of 2005

Date of Assent: 28th September, 2005

An Act to establish the Radiation Protection Authority and to
define its functions and powers; to provide for the protection
of the public, workers and the environment from hazards
arising from the use of devices or materials capable of
producing ionising radiation; to repeal and replace the
Ionising Radiation Act, 1972; and to provide for matters
connected with or incidental to the foregoing.

[ 7th October, 2005 M
ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia
PART 1
PRELIMINARY Short title
and

1. This Act may be cited as the Ionising Radiation Protection  commence-
Act, 2005, and shall come into operation on such date as the Minister ~™ment
may, by statutory instrument, appoint. Interpretation

2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

“Authority ” means the Radiation Protection Authority
established by section five;

“authorisation ” means a permission granted in writing by
the Board to a person who has submitted an application to
carry out a practice or any other action authorised under
this Act and includes aregistration or licence;

“Board ” means the Radiation Protection
Authority Board constituted under section six;

“Chairperson ” means the person appointed
as Chairperson of the Board under section six;

“clearance ” means removal of radioactive materials or
radiation devices within authorised practices from any
further control by the Board;

“clearance levels ” means values established by the Board
and expressed in terms of activity concentration or total
activity, at or below which sources of radiation may be
released from regulatory control;

“committee ” means a committee constituted by the Board
under section twelve;

“disease ” P,lcludes injury and bodily or mental deficiency or
abnomality;
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“dose limit ” means the value of the effective dose or the
equivalent dose to individuals from controlled practices that
shall not be exceeded;

“emergency ” means a sudden situation
associated with an incident arising from the exposure of
the public or the environment to the harmful effects of
ionising radiation;

“environment ” means the total terrestrial,
atmospheric and aquatic environs but does not include the
area within the boundaries of prescribed installations
handling radioactive material or radiation sources;

“Environmental Council of Zambia ” means the
Council establishment under section three of the
Environmental Protection and Pollution Control Act;

“Executive director ” means the person
Cap. 204 appointed as Executive Director under section nineteen.

“exposure ” means the act or condition of being
subject to irradiation and includes external exposure from
sources outside the body or internal exposure from sources
inside the body;

“facility ” means an assembly of devices,
equipment, structures or natural features whether simple
or complex which serves some specific purpose or performs
some specific functions;

“former Board ” means the Radiation Protection
Board established by section five of the Ionising Radiation
Act;
“harmful ionizing radiation ” means ionizing
Cap. 311 radiation of sufficient intensity as to entail significant risk
of disability or disease as a result of exposure;

“ionizing radiation ” for the purpose of
radiation protection, means radiation capable of producing
ion pairs in biological materials;

“limit * means the value of a quantity used in certain specified
activities or circumstances that must not be exceeded;

“member ” means a member of the Board;

“practice ” means any human activity that introduces additional
sources of exposure to additional people or modifies the
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network of exposure pathways from existing sources, so as

to increase the exposure or likelihood of exposure of people
or the number of people exposed;

“qualified expert ” means an individual who, by virtue of
certification by appropriate boards or societies, professional
licenses or academic qualifications and experience, is duly

recognised as having expertise in a relevant field of
specialisation;

“Radiation Safety Officer ” means a Radiation Safety Officer
appointed under section thirty-five;

“radioactive material “means any material emitting ionizing

radiation including neutrons as to entail significant risk of
disability or disease as a result of exposure;

“radionuclide ” means a nuclide that is radioactive;

“Secretariat ” means the Secretariat of the Authority
constituted under section eighteen;

“source ” means anything that may cause radiation exposure

by emitting ionising radiation or releasing radioactive
substances or materials;

“Vice-chairperson ” means the person elected as Vice-
chairperson of the Board under section six; and

“worker ” includes a temporary employee.

3. (1) The provisions of this Act shall apply to ionising radiation
relating to practices and sources.

(2) Unless otherwise provided in this Act or in regulations made ~ APplication
under it, radioactive material shall not be considered to be harmful

if it contains radioactivity which is below the exemption levels.

4. (1) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Board
(which may set higher limits for exemption in the case of material
known to contain only less dangerous radionuclides), by statutory  Exemption
order, exempt any material which contains radioactive matter of
less than specified limits from the provisions of this Act.

(2) Sources of radioactive materials which are within authorised
practices may be exempted from some of the provisions of this Act

or of regulations made under it if they comply with the clearance
levels approved by the Board.
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(3) Any exposure to radiation which is part of the natural
environment and is due to cosmic rays at the ground level or to
natural radioactivity in the body shall be exempt from control as
provided in this Act.

PART II
THE RADIATION PROTECTION AUTHORITY

Establishment 5. There is hereby established the Radiation Protection Authority
of which shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

Authority 2
common seal, capable of suing and of being sued in its corporate
name, and with power, subject to the provisions of this Act, to do
all such acts and things as a body corporate may by law do or
perform.

Constitution 6. (1) There is hereby constituted the Radiation Protection

%{) S Authority Board which shall, subject to the provisions of this Act,

perform the functions of the Authority under this Act.

(2) The Board shall consist of the following part-time members
appointed by the Minister:

(a) a medical practitioner who has specialised in ionising
radiation nominated by the Medical Council of Zambia;

(b) a scientist nominated by the Vice-Chancellor of a public
university;

(c) arepresentative of the National Institute of Scientific and
Industrial Research;

(d) a representative of the Zambia Chambers of Commerce
and Industry;

(e) a representative of the ministry responsible for health;
(f) arepresentative of the ministry responsible for mines;
(g) a representative of the ministry responsible for defence;

(h) a representative of the ministry responsible for tourism,
environment and natural resources;

(i) arepresentative of the ministry responsible for agriculture;

(7) a representative of the ministry responsible for transport
and communications;

(k) a representative of the ministry responsible for labour;

(1) arepresentative of the ministry responsible for home affairs;
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(m) a representative of the ministry responsible for science
and technology;

(n) a representative of the ministry responsible for finance
and national planning;

(o) a representative of the Attorney-General;

(p) arepresentative of the Environmental Council of Zambia;

(q) arepresentative of Occupational Health Research Bureau;

() a representative of a trade union representing workers in
the ionising radiation sector; and

(s) one other person.

(3) The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Minister from
among the members.

(4) The Vice-Chairperson shall be elected by the members of the
Board from among their number.

(5) A person shall not be appointed as a member of the Board if
the person —

(a) is an undischarged bankrupt;

(b) has been convicted of an offence involving fraud or
dishonesty; or

(c) has been convicted of an offence under any other written
law and sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less
than six months, without the option of a fine.

7. (1) Notwithstanding Part IX of the Environmental
Protection and Pollution Control Act, the functions of the
Authority shall be to —

(a) advise the Government on policies, measures and matters
relating to ionising radiation;

(b) implement the policies of the Government related to the
protection of the public, workers and the environment
from harmful effects of ionising radiation;

(c) establish facilities for the collection and dissemination of
scientific and technical information on ionising radiation;

(d) collect and disseminate information on the work of the
Authority through publications, seminars, workshops and
the print or electronic media;

(e) liase with the Environmental Council of Zambia or any
other regional or international organisation and institution

on matters relating to the promotion of the safe use of
ionising radiation in Zambia;

Functions of
Authori?'
Cap. 20
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(f) initiate policy formulation and implement the provisions
of this Act and, when so required by the Minister or if
the Board otherwise thinks it necessary, draw up and
submit to the Minister proposals for amending it or
regulations to be made under it;

(g) ensure the protection and safety of the public in the event
of an accidental release of harmful ionising radiation or
other emergency;

(h) respond to, and coordinate responses to radiological
incidences and emergencies;

(i) investigate any alleged breach of the provisions of this Act;

(/) make recommendations to the Minister on all matters
concerning —

(i) the assurance that all activities involving the use

of devices or materials capable of producing
dangerous amounts of ionising radiation are
carried out in such a manner as to avoid dangers
to the public or to workers concerned or limit
risks to those acceptable as a matter of public
policy; and

(ii) the allocation of priorities and coordination of

activities in connection with maintenance of
safety in the use of devices or materials
producing ionising radiation and associated
matters to make the best use of available
resources, taking into account the needs of the
country and alternative methods of achieving
equivalent results;

(k) issue licences and authorisations; and

(1) carry out such other activities as are necessary or conducive
to the better performance of its functions under this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Board may, by direction
in writing and subject to such conditions as it considers fit, delegate
to any member, Committee or the Executive Director any of the
Authority’s functions under this Act.

Decisions of 8. Where any decision of the Board made under the provisions
Boafd‘lm of this Act conflicts with any decision of the Environmental Council
prevai

of Zambia taken by the Council in the exercise of the it’s functions

- under section Seventy-two of the Environmental Protection and
Cap. 204 Pollution Control Act, the decision of the Board shall prevail.
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9. (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Act, amember of  Tenure of

the Board shall hold office for a period of three years from the date
of appointment and shall be eligible for re-appointment for one

further term of three years.
(2)The office of the member shall become vacant —
(a) upon the member’s death;

(b) if the member is absent without reasonable excuse from

three consecutive meetings of the Board of which the
member has had notice;

(c) on ceasing to be a representative of the organisation which
nominated the member;

(d) if the member becomes mentally or physically incapable
of performing the duties of a member of the Board;

(e) if the member is declared bankrupt;

(f) if the member is convicted of an offence involving fraud or
dishonesty; or

(g) if the member is convicted of an offence against any other
written law and is sentenced to a term of imprisonment
of not less than six months without the option of a fine.

(3) On the expiration of the period for which a member is
appointed the member shall continue to hold office until a successor

has been appointed but in no case shall the further period exceed
three months.

10. Whenever the office of a member becomes vacant before
the expiry of the term of office, the Minister may appoint another
member in place of the member who vacates office but that member
shall hold office only for the unexpired part of the term.

11. (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Act, the Board
may regulate its own procedure.

(2) The Board shall meet for the transaction of business at least

every three months at such places and times as the Chairperson
may determine.

(3) The Chairperson may, upon giving notice of not less than
fourteen days, call a meeting of the Board and shall call a special
meeting to be held within fourteen days of receipt of a written request
to the Chairperson by at least five members of the Board.

(4) If the urgency of any particular matter does not permit the
giving of such notice as is required under subsection (3), a special

meeting may be called by the Chairperson, upon giving a shorter
notice.

office and
vacancy
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vacancy

Proceedings
of Board
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(5) Nine members of the Board shall form a quorum at any meeting
of the Board.

(6) There shall preside at any meeting of the Board—
(a) the Chairperson;

(b) in the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson;
or

(c) in the absence of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson
such member as the members present may elect for the
purpose of that meeting.

(7) A decision of the Board on any question shall be by a majority
of the members present and voting at the meeting and in the event of
an equality of votes, the person presiding at the meeting shall have
a casting vote in addition to the deliberative vote.

(8) The Board may invite any person, whose presence is in its
opinion desirable, to attend and to participate in the deliberations of
the meeting of the Board but such person shall have no vote.

(9) The validity of any proceedings, act or decision of the Board
shall not be affected by any vacancy in the membership of the Board
or by any defect in the appointment of any member or by reason
that any person not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings.

12. (1) The Board may, for the purpose of performing its
functions under this Act, constitute such committees as it considers
necessary and may delegate to any committee such of its functions
as it considers fit.

(2) The Board may appoint as members of a committee, persons
who are, or are not, members of the Board, except that at least one
member of a committee shall be a member of the Board.

(3) A person serving as a member of a committee shall hold
office for such period as the Board may determine.

(4) Subject to any specific or general directions of the Board, a
committee may regulate its own procedure.

13. The members of the Board or any committee shall be paid
such allowance as the Board may, with the approval of the Minister,
determine.

14. (1) If a member or person is present at a meeting of the
Board or any committee of the Board at which any matter is subject
of consideration and in which matter the member or person or the
member or person’s spouse is directly or indirectly interested in a



